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On the arrival of the dacoits, generally the
whole men of the village flee before them,
and leave their helpless women and chil-
dren to their fury* Much of this cowardice

proceeds

66 The second, and only other cause of dacoity, viz.
the cowardice of the natives," says Mr STEWART, in his
Report from Benares, " is of a nature to rob the unfor-
tunate sufferer of all claim to compassion,, by casting the
whole blame on themselves. The inhabitants of other
provinces,, (Behar, for instance) are said to owe their safe-
ty to the manliness of their character, which defies as-
sault. The natives of Bengal are paying the natural pe-
nalties of their cowardice. Their villages are fined, their
property pillaged, their women ravished, and themselves
tortured and assassinated, simply because they are pol-
troons. This hypothesis, as it implies a sort of moral
dispensation, is captivating, but. I conceive, will not stand
the test of deliberate examination."

Mr STEWART then defends the Bengalee, and, among
other arguments, adduces the following, " That these
very dacoits are not foreigners, but native ^Bengalees, and
that from among the Bengalees we formerly had many
good soldiers." With regard to the first argument, I am

afraid